
February Webinars: 

EARLY CAREER EDUCATOR RACIAL JUSTICE WEBINAR SERIES (now SCECH eligible) 

Note:  Though it is understood that many veteran MEA members may wish to attend this series (and they can), 

this particular series is designed with an Early Career Educator lens, so this series would be good for your new-

hire outreach.  SCECH is available to members in good standing only. 
 

Winter-Spring Webinar Series and Organizing Initiative 

The theme of this series:  Looking towards a post-COVID workplace.   

The Winter/Spring Webinar Series is intended to address the needs and questions educators may have as we 

look towards a post-COVID teaching and learning environment where the impacts to our students, our school 

districts, and ourselves may linger. How do we take care of students and ourselves while continuing to grow 

professionally? 

We are offering a series of Webinars designed to address the multiple facets of that question – SCECH Available. 

For those of you who have Association Facebook pages, twitter, or other social media accounts, below are the 

links and images you can use. 
 

Racial Justice Webinar Series Social Media Images and Links 

Please see the attached JPG’s of the Racial Justice Series flyer – this may be used to post to your Association social 

media pages.  

This is the URL to the Racial Justice webinar signup:  tinyurl.com/4cde7tnw 
 

Winter Spring Webinar Series Social Media Images and Links 

Please see the attached JPG’s of the Winter-Spring Webinar Series flyer – these may be used to post to your 

Association social media pages.  

This is the URL to the Winter-Spring webinar signup page:  https://www.mobilize.us/mea/event/373311/ 

You may use this link in your posts. 

In solidarity, 

Chad Williams 
MEA UniServ Consultant – Professional Issues 
Office:  517-333-6246 
Fax:  517-336-4009 
My pronouns:  he/him/his 
Sent from the traditional territory of the 
Sauk, Odawa, Peoria, and Anishinabewaki People 
You can be a leader in education – find out how 

http://view.meaaction.org/?qs=10cce3fba53a791510c97ab43ee3b722cdb06ab73c8feb1eaed584f60b
ecd5c465dfc70c76aa1420fc077152acfa4e7907b7370e7ef9bfd684a2becae1d12437dac7a813457615
3d6f3974a909457a63 
 

 
In the past few days, more than 15,000 MEA members have shared their input about COVID 
vaccination and safety issues. Have you? 
If not, please take 3 minutes today to complete the survey!  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COVID-vaccine-school-employees 
The survey end Monday morning, so complete it NOW! 
MEA is getting requests from health officials, media and policymakers about the state of COVID 

vaccinations among school employees.  This QUICK survey is meant to gather data we can share to 
help guide decisions as we move ahead in defeating COVID-19. 
Thank you in advance for taking a few minutes to help us collect this important data. 

tinyurl.com/4cde7tnw
https://www.mobilize.us/mea/event/373311/
http://www.mea.org/
http://view.meaaction.org/?qs=10cce3fba53a791510c97ab43ee3b722cdb06ab73c8feb1eaed584f60becd5c465dfc70c76aa1420fc077152acfa4e7907b7370e7ef9bfd684a2becae1d12437dac7a8134576153d6f3974a909457a63
http://view.meaaction.org/?qs=10cce3fba53a791510c97ab43ee3b722cdb06ab73c8feb1eaed584f60becd5c465dfc70c76aa1420fc077152acfa4e7907b7370e7ef9bfd684a2becae1d12437dac7a8134576153d6f3974a909457a63
http://view.meaaction.org/?qs=10cce3fba53a791510c97ab43ee3b722cdb06ab73c8feb1eaed584f60becd5c465dfc70c76aa1420fc077152acfa4e7907b7370e7ef9bfd684a2becae1d12437dac7a8134576153d6f3974a909457a63
http://click.meaaction.org/?qs=0169fb44047de323d9d9d3b3642374c0768891df86bdf56d12f60f365a057b994decc80a8ebb4c4204798b9198cad597d5f76139eb992101
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COVID-vaccine-school-employees


 

 

Note: There are no Official Communication memos this week, but please see Other Important Information 

below. Thank you.  

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  

1. PRESS RELEASE:  Updated MDHHS Order Allows Contact Sports to Resume with Risk Reduction 
Measures  
Today, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) updated its current epidemic order 

to allow contact sports to resume as of Monday, Feb. 8, provided masks are worn during practices and 

competition. If masks cannot be worn, participants must be regularly tested for COVID-19 consistent with 

guidelines issued by MDHHS. Safety protocols like wearing masks and testing will help keep kids, coaches and 

families safe and allow our schools to remain open for in-person instruction. The order remains in 

effect through Monday, March 29.   

JIC News Release 430 - Sports Order.pdf 

 

2. PRESS RELEASE:  Governor Whitmer Creates the Student Recovery Advisory Council  

Governor Whitmer today signed Executive Order 2021-02, to create the Student Recovery Advisory Council of 

Michigan. As Michigan continues to work around the clock to eliminate COVID-19, the Student Recovery 

Council will provide guidance and recommendations to ensure Michigan students have the tools and resources 

they need to get back on track.  

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Gov._Creates_Student_Recovery_Advisory_Council_715390_7.pdf 

  

3. PRESS RELEASE:  MDHHS To Provide COVID Tests To Educators To Keep Staff, Students And 
Community Safe As Schools Offer In-Person Learning 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is moving forward with plans to offer a 

voluntary COVID-19 testing program that will provide weekly tests to educators.  

JIC News Release 427_School COVID-19 Testing.pdf  

 

4. Adult Education Services Locator Offers New Onramp To Careers 

To assist Michiganders with adult education opportunities, the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 

Opportunity (LEO) has launched a new online tool – the Adult Education Services Locator – which allows users 

to conduct custom searches and identify a variety of adult education programs, resources and high school 

equivalency testing centers available statewide. The Adult Education Services Locator allows visitors to search for 

a variety of services including adult basic education, adult secondary education, English as a second language and 

workplace literacy in relation to their city or ZIP code.  

 

5. Do the Write Thing Challenge 

The annual Do the Write Thing Challenge is an national essay program that gives middle school students an 

opportunity to examine the impact of violence on their lives. Through this program, students are invited to 

communicate in written form what they think should be done to reduce youth violence. Students are also 

encouraged to make personal commitments to do something about the problem. Two national ambassadors from 

Michigan will be invited by the National Campaign to Stop Violence to attend the “Do the Write Thing 

Challenge” recognition week in Washington, D.C. The deadline for schools to participate is March 26, 2021. For 

more information, visit the Do the Write Thing Detroit website and access the 2021 Michigan Schools Packet.   

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjUzNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvY29yb25hdmlydXMvMCw5NzUzLDctNDA2LTk4MTc4Xzk4NDU1LTU1MTQwNy0tLDAwLmh0bWwifQ.fUUFUiQvLw8qKD0M86_1W6fuaU5EE4NW60UBojj0Eag%2Fs%2F566965280%2Fbr%2F97083818469-l&data=04%7C01%7Cackleym%40michigan.gov%7C31486b2b8c6041b69d9508d8c93bc41d%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637480605818870863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZKf9QNPMzjNq%2FLZ7vXyRsKp45b7I%2FLCVSjXNYzmnQHI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjUzNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL01JTVNQLzIwMjEvMDIvMDQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNjgzNTE5L0pJQyUyME5ld3MlMjBSZWxlYXNlJTIwNDMwJTIwLSUyMFNwb3J0cyUyME9yZGVyLnBkZiJ9.ukS9UTYQS4DLaH-fX3cSno5ClL5Go3wH-nsIUZGEc1I%2Fs%2F566965280%2Fbr%2F97083818469-l&data=04%7C01%7Cackleym%40michigan.gov%7C31486b2b8c6041b69d9508d8c93bc41d%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637480605818910688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5IPSSW4tCl%2BLDvv2vHvro94cVzlS1cpHw6XWK0aYuOI%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..98J3RJyx1_1rUY9WhQAWNABSA6na8TAE6haTvgwtxHk/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDIuMzQ0ODg0NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL01JTVNQLzIwMjEvMDIvMDIvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNjc5OTY2L0pJQyUyME5ld3MlMjBSZWxlYXNlJTIwNDI3X1NjaG9vbCUyMENPVklELTE5JTIwVGVzdGluZy5wZGYifQ.AYkt4A88jz-GKpUINTHiJj4xy1CQwazmQ7_VJ0LOwMo%2Fs%2F1128146875%2Fbr%2F96976162764-l&data=04%7C01%7CSchaferM%40michigan.gov%7Ce3405ce1b16d4d434eaa08d8c8604b39%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637479663185996548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QZ9GcpVBSD1u%2BCDg5Jva3fhnVPOZ4xbXItbQFQj7yJI%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..NL8BWcp1vB1C6uAd1uR1NYIGmzWXHjJaKqJrl_b4XPA/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..dHtJ68YHPW2WumTlWgo9K6AxGMjrXU32sQlmpak7bcQ/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..b6YIMoAVBEf-_VUkp6X0prKZdDuqMgilYy7Kxh-zA98/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l


6. Reminder: Virtual Conference: Building Mirrors and Windows: Children Seeing Themselves and Others in 

the Literature that We Teach 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is excited to announce and host a free virtual conference for 

educators and administrators, Building Mirrors and Windows: Children Seeing Themselves and Others in the 

Literature that We Teach, on February 25, 2021. The conference will focus on how to increase the amount of 

diverse literature available to students and how to use the materials for instruction and student engagement. The 

Keynote will be delivered by Dr. Gholdy Muhammad. Dr. Muhammad is the author of Cultivating Genius: An 
Equity Framework for Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy. For more information, please review the 

official conference announcement memo on the MDE website.  

 

7. Reminder: Virtual College Financial Aid Night 

Students and families looking for help paying for college are encouraged to register for an upcoming Virtual 

College Financial Aid Night hosted by Michigan Department of Treasury’s MI Student Aid team. Sessions will be 

available from 6:30-8 p.m. EST every Tuesday and Thursday in February. All sessions are free and open to the 

public. Participants will be able to gather information on the following financial aid topics: 

 FAFSA application information 

 Federal financial aid programs 

 State financial aid programs 

 Scholarship searching 

 MiSSG Student Portal Accounts 

Due to limited space, participants are encouraged to sign up for one session only. Registration can be completed 

by visiting the MI Student Aid website at www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid. 

  

8. Reminder: Earth Day Poster Contest and Environmental Service Award Competition 

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources, and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development invite students to participate in 

either the Earth Day poster contest or the Environmental Service Award.  
 

The Earth Day poster contest is for students in Kindergarten – 5
th

 grade. Their submitted posters are judged based 

on the ‘Restore Our Earth’ theme and including plants, wildlife, or ecosystems native to Michigan. The artwork 

can be drawn by hand or digitally created. Each school hosts its own contest for the students and submits the top 

three posters for each grade. The Earth Day poster contest committee selects the top two first and second place 

winners from each grade. 

  

The Environmental Service Award (ESA) competition is for students in 6
th 

- 8
th

 and 9
th

 - 12
th

 grade categories. 

Schools are invited to nominate a student or group of students to be recognized for completion of a school-

sanctioned, environment-based project, that has tangible results. The project must incorporate the ‘Restore Our 

Earth’ theme and provide a benefit for plants, wildlife, or ecosystems native to Michigan. Schools confirm the 

validity of each project and outcome. The Earth Day ESA committee selects the top two projects from each 

category.  

Schools can find the applications for either contest at, www.Michigan.gov/EarthDay. The deadline for both 

contests to submit entries is February 28, 2021. The winners from both contests will be notified by March 15, and 

their work will be posted on the Earth Day web page. If you have any questions, please contact Pam Howd at 517-

282-8357 or HowdP@Michigan.gov.  

  

9. Reminder: MILogin Third Party 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is moving in a direction to consolidate some systems and 

logins/passwords. Beginning in February and throughout the calendar year 2021, MDE will be transferring the 

Cash Management System (CMS) and Michigan Electronics Grants System Plus (MEGS+) to NexSys. NexSys will 

be utilizing MILogin for user authentication. MEGS+ users are encouraged to create a MILogin Third Party 

account and link that account to their MEIS account. For complete information and step-by-step instructions, 

please go to www.michigan.gov/mde-nexsys. 

  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..s04UXcgyJ9YHq6RbISnJZASWoZ2OIGKCYZWUb4MKPoA/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjcuMzQwNTM4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvbWlzdHVkZW50YWlkIn0.eysn5eW0APIS0tuYsS2wmclwRwSWP5hAkDraMFhSdKw%2Fs%2F1044988625%2Fbr%2F93686330592-l&data=04%7C01%7CSchaferM%40michigan.gov%7C1b26b82f97ef49a0a82908d8c3954e74%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637474393313756411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MOEq6FvjA3wn%2BfWnU94c9OK3SsRfvypWHXqL90C%2BPQk%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9FYXJ0aERheSJ9.KwWE-aSrwwFo9lIOth81JXD2K8JwLON2x7V4NDu9G-Y/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
mailto:HowdP@Michigan.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Mj0U2Jk2R_id2ic3ENzY2mE2PpqsMW4QXlv-EIjsX8U/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l


* Stay up to date on the latest department Assessment and Accountability news and important information each 

week -- Sign up for Spotlight on Student Assessment and Accountability at 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new. To view the latest Spotlight, click here: 

www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight.  

* To access previously sent MDE memos, please go to our archive: www.michigan.gov/mdememos.  

Follow MDE on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/michdepted 

Follow MDE on Twitter:  https://twitter.com/mieducation   

  

 Don’t forget to remind leaders that are putting their local member recruitment plans together about the leader 

new ed toolkit.  The resources are too powerful to not share.  The toolkit can be found 

at:  https://mea.org/newed/ 

 
Sources: 
Read more about Black history and unions here, here, and here. 
Read more about the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom here and here. 
Read more about Bayard Rustin here. 
Lastly, read more about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s positions on labor here and here. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXcifQ.MhrP09YexJcwdVGkSZ0sddUd-ILoRk9tWfZYA9exvXo/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9tZGUtc3BvdGxpZ2h0In0.BPG8ii3oiFihQhxcBcgy66mRGTFWRwWU941yVrcrV3U/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9tZGVtZW1vcyJ9.keko-jKKps7iXsTwelFlg5fLslF_FafeS_vy21Ht9H4/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbWljaGRlcHRlZCJ9.bXNbEhsawFX2QnuI8gJIF0KK6fL7xmezwKHGh3n7TCc/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2NDMyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL21pZWR1Y2F0aW9uIn0.cVWR2BoQoJ6XShhGJ3djqGJQOs-9j-K9yQu9-JGtIXU/s/909603854/br/97100680695-l
https://mea.org/newed/
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/summer/american-labor-movement.html#:~:text=African%20Americans%20are%20known%20to,Washington%20Navy%20Yard%20in%201835.
https://www.lib.umd.edu/unions/social/african-americans-rights
https://racial-justice.aflcio.org/blog/est-aliquid-se-ipsum-flagitiosum-etiamsi-nulla
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/march-washington-jobs-and-freedom
https://www.nps.gov/articles/march-on-washington.htm
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/100-amazing-facts/who-designed-the-march-on-washington/
https://nclej.org/news/mlk-defended-economic-justice
http://umdlabor.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/3/9/29397087/speech_transcript.pdf


  

MEA Week in Review: 2/2/21 
Serving Our Members 
“Tell Lawmakers Our Students Are Not Political Pawns – FUND OUR SCHOOLS!” (mea.org, Jan. 28) 
On Wednesday, the Michigan House Republicans issued a proposal that made distributing bipartisan federal 
education funding contingent on the governor giving up important powers to protect public health, including 
closing schools and suspending activities like athletics if data about how the virus is spreading warrants it. 
“Dr. Anthony Fauci Answers Educator Questions About COVID-19” (nea.org, Jan. 29) 
NEA and AFT host a virtual “fireside chat” with the nation's leading infectious-disease expert. 
“Senate Education Committee Chair Launches Survey – Make Your Voice Heard” (mea.org, Jan. 28) 
Sen. Lana Theis (R-Brighton), chair of the Senate Education and Career Readiness Committee, has launched an 
online survey to hear from educators, parents and students about the impact of COVID-19 on education. The 
survey is meant to gather “first-hand accounts, feedback and recommendations [to] help lawmakers evaluate 
where we are one year on and help identify what we might need to improve or adjust to ensure Michigan’s 
children are receiving the quality education they deserve,” according to Sen. Theis’s Facebook page. 

MEA in the News 
“Michigan asking feds to cancel standardized tests after year of inconsistent education” (MLive, Jan. 31, *see 
attached PDF) 
Hamtramck Public Schools Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed thinks the only tests that schools should be 
focused on conducting this school year is COVID-19 tests.  
“Limited supply means some schools can’t vaccinate their teachers against COVID like others can” (MLive, 
Jan. 21, *see attached PDF) 
How far can you stretch 500 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine? That’s the question schools across Bay County 
found themselves asking when the county’s health department was able to get 500 doses of the Moderna 
vaccine for teachers and support staff this week. 

Big Picture: Top Education Stories 
“Democrats introduce Whitmer’s $5.6 billion pandemic spending plan in House” (MLive, Jan. 31)  
LANSING, MI - Democratic state representatives want an up-or-down vote on Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
pandemic recovery plan, countering last week’s House Republican proposal. 
“Opinion: VP MI State Board of Ed: Before children go back to school, leaders must acknowledge COVID-19’s 
disparate impact on BIPOC” (Detroit Metro Times, Jan. 29)  
 
While COVID-19 has been an inconvenience for some, as noted by a Yale University epidemiologist, it has been 
more of a genocide by default for others. Children who are Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC) 
account for 78% of all child deaths due to COVID-19 but only represent 41 percent of the U.S. child population, 
according to U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  
 

“CDC officials say schools can re-open during pandemic — but precautions are crucial” (nbcnews.com, Jan. 26)  

Schools should reopen as soon as possible if social distancing and mask-wearing can be maintained to keep in-
person learning safe, health officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in a study 
published Tuesday. About MEA Week in Review: MEA’s Public Affairs Department compiles this weekly digest of MEA and news 

media items to provide a snapshot of items you may have missed, as well as a one-stop shop for finding stories MEA leaders and staff 
can cut-and-paste into local communications efforts.  
* Sent to MEA Local Leaders, Board Members & Staff * 

https://mea.org/tell-lawmakers-our-students-are-not-political-pawns-fund-our-schools/
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/dr-anthony-fauci-answers-educator-questions-about-covid-19
https://mea.org/senate-education-committee-chair-launches-survey-make-your-voice-heard/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/02/democrats-introduce-whitmers-56-billion-pandemic-spending-plan-in-house.html
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/opinion-before-children-go-back-to-school-leaders-must-acknowledge-covid-19s-disparate-impact-on-bipoc/Content?oid=26339515
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/opinion-before-children-go-back-to-school-leaders-must-acknowledge-covid-19s-disparate-impact-on-bipoc/Content?oid=26339515
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/cdc-officials-say-schools-can-re-open-during-pandemic-precautions-n1255782


MEA Week in Review: 2/9/21 

Serving Our Members 

“House GOP Holds Funding Hostage in Power Grab, Pushes Voucher-Style Programs” (mea.org, Feb. 8) 
Last week the Republican-controlled state House passed a COVID response plan which is opposed by MEA 
because it holds much-needed federal COVID relief hostage in a political fight and, among other provisions, 
adds a voucher-style payment to parents to pay for summer programs outside of schools. 
“Whitmer, Stabenow Light Up MEA-PAC Event” (mea.org, Feb. 8) 
Reflecting on the past year, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer told attendees at a virtual MEA-PAC event on Friday that 
we are “still in the tunnel,” but there is light at the end, and “the commitment I’ve made is centered around 
supporting you and the kids you help every single day.” 
“MEA Retiree Helps Others Get Vaccinated” (mea.org, Feb. 4) 
Because she’s 75 years old, retired educator Pam Kellar was able to get a COVID-19 vaccine quickly, yet most 
days she’s still on the phone and the internet trying to schedule appointments for shots. For the past few 
weeks, Kellar – who is president of her MEA-Retired chapter in Warren – has taken it upon herself to help both 
active and retired educators from the area get hard-to-snare vaccination appointments. 

MEA in the News 

“Unfair Labor Practice charge filed against North Central” (Petoskey News, Feb. 5)  
PETOSKEY — The Michigan Education Association announced Friday that the North Central Michigan College 
Educational Support Professional Association had filed an Unfair Labor Practice charge against North Central 
Michigan College. 
[NOTE: Quotes from Kurt Murray, MEA UniServ director] 
“Educators worry what an extended school year could mean for some districts” (Fox 47, Feb. 4)  
WSYM — Educators are worried about the potential impacts some districts could face if the state mandates an 
extended school year in order to combat the learning loss students are currently dealing with due to the 
pandemic. 
[NOTE: Quotes from MEA President Paula Herbart] 
Michigan House clears $3.5B coronavirus spending plan over objections from Democrats” (MLive, Feb. 4) 
The Michigan House approved a $3.5 billion plan to fund COVID-19 vaccinations and other response measures 
Thursday, tying some of the money for schools to a bill giving local health departments more authority in 
determining coronavirus restrictions.  
[NOTE: Quotes from MEA President Paula Herbart] 

Big Picture: Top Education Stories 

“Should Schools Reopen If Teachers Aren’t Yet Vaccinated? CDC Will Soon Weigh In” (npr.org, Feb. 5) 
The federal government plans to release new guidance next week about how to safely reopen schools in the 
midst of the pandemic — guidelines that could add new grist to a debate over whether schools should wait 
until teachers are vaccinated before requiring their return to the classroom 
“Education nominee vows to tackle problems worsened by virus”(Detroit News, Feb. 3) 
President Joe Biden’s nominee for education secretary is promising to help reopen schools but says much of 
the hardest work will come after that as schools try to address long-standing disparities worsened by the 
pandemic.  
About MEA Week in Review: MEA’s Public Affairs Department compiles this weekly digest of MEA and news 
media items to provide a snapshot of items you may have missed, as well as a one-stop shop for finding stories 
MEA leaders and staff can cut-and-paste into local communications efforts.  
* Sent to MEA Local Leaders, Board Members & Staff * 
 
 

https://mea.org/house-gop-holds-funding-hostage-in-power-grab-pushes-voucher-style-programs/
https://mea.org/whitmer-stabenow-light-up-mea-pac-event/
https://mea.org/mea-retiree-helps-others-get-vaccinated/
https://www.petoskeynews.com/featured-pnr/unfair-labor-practice-charge-filed-against-north-central/article_bc862240-c35d-59a0-8136-b4049622dee6.html
https://www.fox47news.com/rebound/state-of-education/educators-worry-what-an-extended-school-year-could-mean-for-some-districts
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/02/michigan-house-clears-35b-coronavirus-spending-plan-over-objections-from-democrats.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/02/05/964534341/should-schools-reopen-if-teachers-arent-yet-vaccinated-cdc-will-soon-weigh-in
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/education/2021/02/03/education-nominee-vows-tackle-problems-worsened-virus/4370581001/

